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Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention

One in three Americans will be affected by impaired driving in their lifetime. In fact, every 30 minutes
someone is killed in an alcohol-related motor vehicle crash and every two minutes someone is injured.

In 2001, more than 17,000 Americans died in alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes - more than 40% of al
traffic-related fatalities. Use of other drugs, such as marijuana and cocaine, was identified as a factor in 18% of
fatalities among motor vehicle drivers.

About 1.5 million drivers were arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol or narcotics in 2001.

Substantial progress has been made in reducing alcohol related fatalities in New Jersey, which have declined by
approximately 60% in the past twenty years (see below).

In New Jersey an individual is considered a drunk driver if he or she operates a motor vehicle with blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.10 percent or higher. Many states have lowered the legal limit to .08 percent.
New Jersey is considering making this change as well.
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being caught driving while impaired
in New Jersey. The penalty for afirst offense includes afine, imprisonment for up to 30 days, suspension of
driving privileges for six months to ayear, 12-48 hours in an intoxicated driver resource center, and an
automobile insurance surcharge for 3 years. Penaltiesincrease with subsequent offenses.

New Jersey has several laws specifically designed to reduce the incidence of impaired driving among minors.
Oneisthe legal minimum drinking age of 21 years. Additionally, the Zero Tolerance Law makesit illegal for
drivers younger than 21 to drive with any measurable amount of alcohol in their system. Anindividual under
age 21 found driving with aBAC of 0.01 or aboveis subjected to aloss or postponement of driving privileges




for 30 to 90 days, 15 to 30 days of community service, and mandated participation in an acohol education and
highway safety program.

For more data from the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services: http://www.state.nj.us’health/chs/

For more information about National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month visit: http://www.ncadd.com/
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